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Box No, II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. Qj Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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Claims Nos.: 7 to 10 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

Refer to the supplementary sheet. 



3 . j Claims Nos. : 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a) 
Box No. HI Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
Refer to the supplementary sheet. 



I j 1 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, mis international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

2 # I X I As a U searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

3, | [ As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



I j No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VHI is not sufficient) 

Continuation of Box No: II 
Independent claim 7 and its dependent claims 8 to 10 are of ^determinate scope. These are not clear because the 
feature that the channels act to 'define light guiding cores' fails to distinguish whether this definition of the light 
guiding cores is such that they are thus formed of the relatively low-refractive-index material or of the remaining 
high-refractive-index material. If the possibility exists that the cores may be of either material, then that too is not 
clear. 



Continuation of Box No: HI 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate 
to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to 
this conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1 to 6 and 1 1 are directed towards a microstructured optical fibre that comprises a plurality of guiding 
cores of high refractive index material. It is considered that a plurality of guiding cores of high-refractive- 
index material comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claim 12 is directed towards a microstructured optical fibre with a plurality of air channels (a low-refractive 
index material) acting as guiding cores. It is considered that a plurality of air channels as guiding cores 
comprises a second special technical feature. 

I note that claims 7 to 10 are neither clearly associated with just one of these groups nor comprise a clearly distinct 
group. These claims are objected to at Box II and are not considered further. 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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